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The second decade has begun. This eleventh year has been full of surprises.
Contributions exactly matched those of last year, adding about 3.2% to our capital,
just under $200,000 but still too little to avoid putting earnings back into capital for
growth. Earnings, bound by fiduciary investment rules, have not ridden the wave
of the amazing stock market but nonetheless have done well, at nearly 8%. This
year one of our former grantees made a "pay-back" contribution, our first.
There is much news. First off, my daughter Sky, known to Lois and some of you
as Jen, has graciously offered to begin absorbing part of the work of coordinating
selections, a great boon in view of my absences. Her address: 29 Henry Street,
Amherst MA 01002 (fax: 413/549-5896).
In Australia, with the Fulbright Commission, we launched the jointly-funded
Martin C. Carroll Award with two grants, in Spring and Fall (we are now on a Fall
schedule), helping American Fulbright graduate students to move around that vast
continent. Michael Pippenger studied the formation of the Australian literary canon
since the nation's birth, and Matthew Shermaryworked on Australian-US trade
relations, with special reference to the impact of NAFTA.
At home, USIA's Women's Action Organization handled this year's "Lois
Award" with style. In the presence of Director Joseph Duffey, who knew Lois
well, the prize was awarded in absentia to Mary Carlin Yates, now Information
Officer with USIS Paris, for her remarkable, indeed heroic service in Zaire. Ms.
Yates, in a letter of thanks to the Endowment, captured perfectly the idea and spirit
of this Award: "Every year, when I read the criteria for the Lois Award, I
recommit myself to trying to live up to her high standard."
In Italy, the Rome Center for American Studies moves ahead slowly with our
proposal for a pendant to the Prix Coindreau, an annual prize to the best translation
from American literature. A draft is now before the board; matching funding is
being sought, and a selection committee is under discussion. It is hoped that an
award can be made in 1998. The Aquarone Prize for $500 for books went this year
to Alessandro Gazzini, working on US foreign policy towards Indonesia in the
forties and fifties.
Closing the program with the free university of Rome, we asked Alba Delia Fazia
to canvass former students of the late Prof. Jeanne Varney Pleasants, a remarkable
teacher of French phonology and pedagogy at Columbia through the sixties who
taught us all (including several of Lois' teachers at Barnard), to start an annual prize
in her memory for a graduate student in pedagogy. A handsome contribution by
Elizabeth Blake, Vice President of the University of Minnesota at Morris, permitted
us to offer a prize this year in the amount of $300; we expect it to grow, through
earmarked gifts.

In France the Coindreau this year went to Jean Pavrans for his translation of Edith
Wharton's autobiography Les Chemins parvenus. Again the award was made at
the Salon du Livre, on the prestigious radio show Lettres Ouvertes (Open Letters)
via the France Culture network.
In Sweden. Roth-Thomson grants went to Angela Karstadt for a longitudinal (fiveyear) study of Swedish-American English (Swenglish), and to Timothy Cramer,
seeking to understand the unusually warm response to the work of Willa Cather in
Sweden. In Norway Ellen Berg will carry out research on Norwegian migration to
the U.S., second only in numbers to the Irish. And in Finland, the selection process
is all but done: for the third time we will make Roth-Thomson grants to two
American Fulbright students for projects supporting their research. Anna
Minkkinen sent us a copy of the film we hdped her make, Home Cooking.
The special news concerns Denmark, our fourth Scandinavian country. In
consultation with the American Scandinavian Foundation, we have decided to
transfer the third Swedish grant to Denmark, to establish an award named after
Lois' special friend the late Sonja Bundgard-Nielsen, long director of the Danish
American Foundation. The selection process is in train and our first grantee should
be in Denmark by Fall.
My work in Italy continues to bring satisfaction. Besides the Rome Center, the
main focus is Project La Foce, seeking sustainable uses for the remarkable Tuscan
estate created in the 1920s by Iris and Antonio Origo. My book on US cultural
diplomacy moves forward, slowly but well. Son Dan, a favorite of Lois, will marry
in May.
The need for gifts continues. We spend only what we earn, but with contributions
at the present level we cannot even spend that. We are a no-load fund—all staffwork is donated, meaning every penny earned goes into program. But we yearn to
expand our potential beyond the present level of about $15,000 per annum, to meet
the wonderful opportunities we see. In all modesty, we think our Endowment is a
remarkable bargain. Please help us~by regular contributions large or small, by a
living bequest, by writing us into your will, or by a gift of appreciated securities.
We are grateful to Blanche Hirsch, Jeffery Yablon and Michael Weiser for their
loyal support; this year Julie Norbury provided vital help in managing things in
Washington. And a special round of applause is owed this year to trustee Evelyn
Hayes, cutting back her activities after ten years of devoted and diligent service as
Secretary and stalwart of the selection process.
Warm regards, renewed gratitude for past help and a plea for the future.
Yours sincerely,

Richard T. Arndt, Chairman

